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Abstract

Aims. Intimate partner violence (IPV) is a major global public health problem. Although IPV
is known to be frequent and perpetration and victimisation often co-occur, large representa-
tive samples assessing both, male and female IPV perpetration and victimisation and overlaps
are missing to date. Thus, we aimed to assess victimisation and perpetration and its overlap in
physical, sexual, psychological and economic IPV in a representative sample of the German
population.

Methods. We conducted a cross-sectional, observational study in Germany from July to
October 2021. Using different sampling steps including a random route procedure, a probabil-
ity sample of the German population was generated. The final sample consisted of 2503 per-
sons (50.2% female, mean age: 49.5 years). Participants were asked about socio-demographic
information in a face-to-face interview and experience of physical, psychological, sexual and
economic IPV using a questionnaire.

Results. A significant proportion of persons in Germany reporting IPV are both perpetrator
and victim for each IPV form. The biggest overlap between perpetration and victimisation was
seen for psychological IPV. Major risk factors for IPV perpetration only were male gender and
adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) while major risk factors for IPV victimisation only
comprised of female gender, low household income and ACEs. In the perpetration and vic-
timisation group, gender differences were less significant; older age and lower household
income did increase the likelihood of combined perpetration and victimisation.
Conclusions. We have identified a significant overlap of perpetration and victimisation of IPV
in the German population for men and women. However, men are at much higher risk to
perpetrate IPV without being a victim. Further research and the development of adapted
approaches for contexts of overlapping IPV are necessary.

Introduction

Intimate partner violence (IPV) is a major global public health problem (Ellsberg et al., 2008)
with potentially detrimental outcomes for victims (Gerber et al., 2014). According to WHO,
IPV ‘refers to behaviour by an intimate partner or ex-partner that causes physical, sexual or
psychological harm, including physical aggression, sexual coercion, psychological abuse and
controlling behaviours’ (WHO, 2021). The Council of Europe’s Convention on preventing
and combatting violence against women and domestic violence (better known as the
Istanbul Convention) conceptualises it encompassing four dimensions: physical, sexual, psy-
chological and economic violence (BMFESF], 2018). Physical violence includes behaviour
such as slapping, hitting, kicking and beating; sexual violence includes e.g. forced sexual inter-
course and other forms of sexual coercion (WHO, 2012). Psychological violence includes not
only degradation or frightening but also containment from social relationships, work and
social activities; while economic violence encompasses e.g. regulate access to finances and
needed items such as clothes, food or a car (Moshtagh et al., 2023).

The reduction of IPV against women is claimed in the rights-based sustainable develop-
ment goals (SDGs), that were adopted by all United Nations Member States in 2015 (UN,
2015). The WHO estimates a lifetime prevalence between 23 and 38% among ever-partnered
women globally (World Health Organization WHO, 2013). In the European Union, a total of
43% of women have experienced some form of psychological violence by an intimate partner,
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of women who are or have been in a relationship with a man, 22%
have experienced physical and or sexual violence (FRA -
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, 2014). As
national and international strategies have so far primarily focused
on the reduction of violence against women, less data on IPV
against men are available. A recent review reported prevalence
rates between 3 and 20% for physical violence, between 0.2 and
7% for sexual violence and between 7 and 37% for psychological
violence in partnerships against men (Kolbe and Biittner, 2020).
Other international reviews and multi-country studies report
similarly large prevalence rates (Stockl et al., 2015; Jewkes et al,
2017). Importantly, literature suggests that many men affected
by IPV as victims have been violent towards their partners them-
selves (Muelleman and Burgess, 1998; Lovestad and Krantz, 2012;
Kolbe and Biittner, 2020). On the contrary, the majority of
women perpetrating IPV have previously been victims of violence
by their partners suggesting that a large part of IPV might be
reciprocal and triggered by initial violence (Swan et al., 2012).
Samples that assess both, female and male IPV perpetration and
victimisation in the same sample are sparse. In a Swedish sample
of 173 men and 251 women, perpetrator rates for physical IPV
were comparable between women and men, while sexual abuse
was perpetrated more frequently by men (Lovestad and Krantz,
2012). Schlack et al. (2013) reported in a nationally representative
sample of 8152 participants higher perpetration of both physical
IPV by women (1.3 v. 0.3% by men) and psychological IPV by
women (3.8 v. 2.8% by men) in the last 12 months. Women
had also affirmed increased 12-month prevalence of victimisation
by both physical IPV (1.2%) and psychological IPV (6.1%) in
comparison to men (0.9% victimisation by physical IPV and
3.3% victimisation by psychological IPV) (Schlack et al., 2013).
While the authors discuss the assumption of female perpetration
in self-defense and refer to other empirical literature reporting
comparable rates of IPV perpetration for both women and men
(Carney et al., 2007), the reliability and validity of this nationally
representative survey for Germany are restricted as both perpetra-
tion of and victimisation by psychological and physical IPV were
measured by a single item (Schlack et al., 2013). In the presence of
mixed findings on the prevalence of IPV across genders, the
debate about gender asymmetry or symmetry is ongoing (Chan,
2011). In his review, Chan (2011) highlights that although
many studies point towards gender symmetry in prevalence,
this results may be biased as men tend to under-report own
IPV perpetration while women under-report own IPV victimisa-
tion. Moreover, there are some studies indicating a greater severity
of physical IPV perpetrated by men compared to women (Chan,
2011). In line, official statistics show a clear gender gap in severe
IPV encompassing dangerous physical injury, rape, murder and
homicide with much higher rates of men being perpetrating
(Bundeskriminalamt, 2021).

To date, large representative samples that include data on life-
time prevalence for both IPV victimisation and perpetration for
both genders, analysing the overlap, are so far largely missing.
This research gap highlights the need to explore and draft hypoth-
eses on risk factors for overlapping experiences of victimisation
and perpetration. Therefore, in a representative sample of the
German population, we aimed to assess victimisation and perpet-
ration and its overlap in physical, sexual, psychological and eco-
nomic IPV. Additionally, we aimed to explore and identify
differences in risk factors for those who are both victimised and
perpetrate IPV in comparison to perpetration and victimisation
without overlap. According to current literature, major risk
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factors for IPV victimisation comprise female gender, young
age, poverty risk and victimisation in youth and childhood
(Capaldi et al., 2012; Yakubovich et al., 2018). The second aim
of our analysis was to assess whether these factors are relevant
for not only victimisation but also perpetration of IPV in our
population-based sample. Based on the emphasis on female vic-
timisation of in policy and previous research, we assume females
to be more likely victimised without perpetration compared to
males.

Methods
Sample

For this observational approach, a representative sample of the
German population was aimed to be generated by a research insti-
tute (USUMA, Berlin) via a three-step procedure. First, for sys-
tematic area sampling, geographic units in the entire inhabited
area of Germany were sampled based on the municipal classifica-
tion of the Federal Republic of Germany. Based on these geo-
graphic units, around 53 000 areas were delimited electronically,
containing an average of around 700 private households each.
Areas were then layered regionally according to districts into a
total of around 1500 regional layers and then divided into 128
‘networks’. Networks were then used as sampling frames, contain-
ing 258 single sample points proportionate to the distribution of
private households in Germany each. In a second selection step,
via a random route procedure, private households to be surveyed
at each sample point were systematically selected: households of
every third residence in a randomly selected street were invited
to participate in the study. In a third step of random selection,
in multi-person households, a kish-selection grid was used to
ensure random participation. Selected participants had to be at
least 14 years of age and had to have sufficient knowledge of
the German language. Data collection took place between
February and April 2020. Out of 5668 initially contacted
households, 2503 persons completed the survey (response rate =
44.1%). Main reasons for non-participation were refusal to
identify a target person within the selected household (23.5%, in
relation to all contacted 5668 households), failure to contact any-
one in the household after four attempts (13.4%) and refusal of
the target person to participate (13.2%).

Individuals who agreed to participate were given information
about the study and informed consent was obtained. In the case
of minors, participants gave informed assent with informed con-
sent being provided by their caregivers. Participants were
informed that the study was about psychological health and well-
being. First, socio-demographic information was collected using
an interview format by the research staff. Next, the questionnaire
and a sealable envelope were handed out. This questionnaire was
self-completed due to the sensitive nature of the items. Research
staff remained nearby in case the participants needed further
information. The completed questionnaire was then linked to
the respondent’s socio-demographic data, but did not contain
name, address or any other personal identifiers. Data on the
final sample [50.2% female, average age of 49.5 years (s.p.=
17.5)] are given in Table 1.

Ethical approval

The study was conducted in accordance with the Declaration of
Helsinki, and was approved by the Ethics Committee of the
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Table 1. Sample characteristics

Total 2503 Female 1256 (50.2) Male 1247 (49.8)
Age, mean (s.n.), years 49,53 (17.51) 49.98 (17.58) 49.07 (17.43)
14-40 838 (33.5) 404 (32.2) 434 (34.8)
41-60 964 (38.5) 504 (40.1) 460 (36.9)
>60 700 (28.0) 348 (27.7) 352 (28.3)
German citizenship, N (%) 2409 (96.2) 1217 (96.9) 1192 (95.6)
Highest level of education, N (%)
Left school before graduation 52 (2.1) 31 (2.5) 21 (1.7)
‘Hauptschulabschluss’ (year 9, lower secondary school certificate) 702 (28.5) 362 (29.2) 340 (27.8)
‘Mittlere Reife’ (year 10, middle secondary school certificate) 1112 (45.1) 567 (45.8) 545 (44.5)
A-levels/university degree 598 (24.3) 279 (22.5) 319 (26.0)

Equalised disposable household income, mean (s.o.), €

1839.38 (726.08) 1768.12 (692.75) 1910.57 (751.49)

<1000 268 (10.8) 151 (12.2) 117 (9.5)

1000-3000 1931 (78.1) 972 (78.6) 959 (77.5)

>3000 274 (11.1) 113 (9.1) 161 (13.0)
Number of experienced ACEs, N (%)

0 1399 (57.9) 700 (57.7) 699 (58.1)

1-3 763 (31.6) 382 (31.5) 381 (31.7)

4-10 255 (10.6) 132 (10.9) 123 (10.2)

Presented as number (n) or mean value (M) and standard deviation (s.0.) and %.

Medical Department of the University of Leipzig (002/20-¢ek). The
study fulfilled both, the ethical guidelines of the International
Code of Marketing and Social Research Practice of the
International Chamber of Commerce and of the European
Society of Opinion and Marketing Research.

Measures

Socio-demographic questions used for this study included age,
gender and socio-economic status. Importantly, data from
women and men are coming from the above described sampling
approach aiming for a representative sample and are independent
and not dyadic (coming from couples where both partners were
questioned). Gender was assessed in a binary form; age of the
respondents was collapsed into three categories (14-40, 41-60,
61+ years) to roughly allow for a comparison between different
generations associated with different perspectives on IPV.
School graduation was assessed in four groups: no-school gradu-
ation, A levels, middle maturity and secondary school certificate,
according to the German school system. Equalised household
income was calculated in dependence of the number of persons
living in the household and categorised into the groups >3000
euros, 1000-3000 euros and <1000 euros. Having less than 1000
euros equalised household income monthly was defined as a pov-
erty risk.

Prevalence rates of physical, sexual, psychological and eco-
nomic IPV were assessed using the questionnaire of the UN
Multi-Country Study on Men and Violence (Jewkes et al.,
2017). Items were translated and validated in group discussions.
They were further adapted to address both violence against
women and men, as described before (Jud et al, 2023). IPV
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items were grouped into psychological violence (five items), eco-
nomical violence (three items), physical violence (three items)
and sexual violence (four items). Note that this questionnaire is
a screening instrument developed to measure the epidemiology
of certain incidents. It does not represent latent constructs; inci-
dents grouped under the same category are therefore not concep-
tualised to necessarily co-occur. They rather represent variations
of potential types of violence. Consequently, the Cronbach’s a
for subscales ranging from o =0.51 (economical IPV) to a=
0.88 (sexual IPV) do not and cannot achieve the same levels
expected for conceptual measures. While we have used a previ-
ously established questionnaire to allow for international com-
parison, validity indicators for this questionnaire are
unfortunately lacking — a characteristic that also applies to other
short questionnaires used to measure the epidemiology of IPV
in the general population.

Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) were assessed with the
Adverse Childhood Experiences Questionnaire, a standard tool
for the retrospective assessment of ACEs (Felitti et al., 1998).
The German version of the questionnaire has a satisfactory reli-
ability (Cronbach’s a=0.76) (Wingenfeld et al., 2011). ACEs
comprise according to the original publication by Fellitti child
maltreatment, in detail physical, emotional and sexual abuse,
physical as well as physical and emotional neglect and household
dysfunctions, comprising separation of a parent, the experience of
parental IPV, growing up in a household with a person with a
mental disorder or abusing substances and having one incarcer-
ated parent (Felitti et al., 1998). For our analyses, instead of sum-
ming up ACEs to a score between 0 and 10, two separate sum
scores (each 0-5) were calculated - one for child maltreatment
and one for household dysfunctions. As literature shows that
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although there is a strong dose-dependency between the number
of experienced ACEs and numerous outcomes including mental
and somatic health (Felitti et al, 1998; Clemens et al., 2018),
and violent behaviour (Witt et al., 2019), splitting ACEs between
child maltreatment and household dysfunctions has been the ori-
ginal conceptualisation of the instrument and makes sense giving
(1) a better insight into the interplay between ACEs (Clemens
et al., 2019) and (2) as simply summing up the ACE score gives
the same weight e.g. to the experience of sexual abuse and paren-
tal separation (McLennan et al., 2020).

Statistical analyses

All analyses were conducted with SPSS, version 21. Prevalence
rates were determined by descriptive analyses. In order to com-
pare the four groups: no IPV, victimisation without perpetration,
perpetration without victimisation and perpetration and victim-
isation, inferential statistics were modelled as multinomial logistic
regression analyses separately for each of the four assessed IPV
forms (physical, sexual, psychological and economic IPV).
Gender (binary, female/male, reference: female), household
income (>3000, 1000-3000 and <1000 euros, reference: <1000
euros), age (14-40, 41-60, >60 years, reference: 14-40 years),
ACE scores (separately for CM; >2 forms, 1 form, 0 form, refer-
ence: 0 form) and household dysfunction (>1 forms, 0 form, ref-
erence: 0 form) and highest graduation level (A level, middle
maturity, secondary school certificate, no-school graduation, ref-
erence: no-school graduation) were included as determinants.
Results are displayed as model statistics (LR-chi®, pseudo-R?)
and relative risk ratio (RRR) for determinants. Statistics are
based on all cases with valid data for all variables in the model.

Results

Prevalence rates of IPV perpetration, victimisation and
combined perpetration and victimisation

To increase readability of findings, we have labelled victimisation
without perpetration ‘victimisation only (VO)’ and perpetration
without victimisation ‘perpetration only (PO)’. Psychological
IPV was reported most frequently by a total of by 247 (10.0%)
of participants, followed by sexual IPV; reported by 235 (9.5%)
participants. As rarest form, physical IPV was reported by 144
(5.8%) participants. In all four types of IPV, women were more
prevalent in the victim only group, with the highest rate in sexual
IPV [women: VO 194 (15.6%); men: VO 41 (3.3%), p < 0.001]. At
the same time, men reported more frequently to be in the perpet-
rator only group in all four forms of IPV, with the highest rate in
psychological IPV [men: PO 112 (9.1%)]. In the victimisation and
perpetration group, prevalence rates were more comparable
between women and men (see Table 2).

Predictors for perpetration, victimisation and combined
perpetration and victimisation of IPV

Male gender was associated with higher odds for perpetration
only (PO) and lower odds for victimisation only (VO) of psycho-
logical violence (PO: 1.75, p=0.002; VO: 0.53, p <0.001), eco-
nomic violence (PO: 2.27, p=10.006; VO: 0.29, p<0.001) and
sexual violence (PO: 5.15, p <0.001). Additionally, male gender
was associated with lower odds for VO of physical violence
(0.44, p <0.001).
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Belonging to the age group of 41-60 years was associated with
higher odds for VO of psychological violence (1.90, p <0.001) and
perpetration and victimisation (PaV) of psychological violence
(2.03, p<0.001).

Household income above €3000 predicted lower odds for VO
and PaV of psychological violence (VO: 0.36, p = 0.003; PaV: 0.54,
p=0.004) and lower odds for VO of sexual violence (0.45, p =
0.019 for income >€3000 and 0.65, p=0.042 for income of
€1000-3000). Regarding economical violence, a household
income above €3000 (0.32, p=0.002) as well as a household
income between €1000 and €3000 (0.50, p = 0.001) was associated
with lower odds for VO.

The experience of child maltreatment was associated with
strongly increased odds for VO; PO as well as combined PaV of
all types of IPV. The experience of household dysfunction was
associated with increased odds for VO PO, and PaV of all types
of sexual violence, with VO of physical IPV, with VO and PO
of economic violence and strongly increased odds for VO, PO
as well as PaV of psychological violence (see Tables 3-6).

Educational level was not associated with victimisation or per-
petration of any IPV form.

Discussion

This is the first large representative study in Germany assessing
both, perpetration and victimisation and the overlap of both of
all four types of IPV in women and men. Regarding our main
research question, to assess victimisation and perpetration and
its overlap in physical, sexual, psychological and economic IPV,
results show a significant proportion of persons who are both per-
petrator and victim for each IPV form. The biggest overlap
between perpetration and victimisation was seen for psychological
IPV. Focusing on gender, while men were more likely to be per-
petrator only, women were more likely to be victim only in all
four assessed types of IPV. Prevalence rates were more compar-
able among both males and females in the perpetration and vic-
timisation groups. Male gender was the main risk factor for
perpetration only and was associated with decreased likelihood
for victimisation only. Thus, our data show for the first time
that there is a big overlap of IPV perpetration and victimisation
in a representative sample in males and females, with males
being at greater risk for perpetration only and females at greater
risk for victimisation only.

This is in line with literature: in a Swedish population-based
study, for example, lifetime exposure to physical assault was
higher in women compared to men while men reported more fre-
quently physical violence against their partner than women
(Lovestad and Krantz, 2012). Women were also more commonly
victim of sexual violence while men were more frequently perpet-
rator. In this study by Lovested and Krantz, 63.9% of men exposed
to physical or sexual violence were also perpetrator while this was
only the case for 39.4% of women (Lovestad and Krantz, 2012).
As literature suggests men to tend to under-report own IPV per-
petration while women under-report own IPV victimisation
(Chan, 2011), the reported discrepancy between men and
women in this study may in fact even be larger with higher
rates of perpetration only in men and victimisation only in
women.

Based on our results, self-identified perpetration of psycho-
logical violence is frequent in females; the overlap between victim-
isation and perpetration is largest for this subtype. It seems as
psychological IPV is largely reciprocal. However, these
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Table 2. Perpetration and victimisation, separated for gender

Female Male Total Chi? p-value

Psychological IPV

Victimisation only 160 (12.9) 87 (7.1) 247 (10.0)

Perpetration only 62 (5.0) 112 (9.1) 174 (7.0)

Victimisation and perpetration 511(41.2) 507 (41.2) 1018 (41.2) 36.24 <0.001
Physical IPV

Victimisation only 100 (8.0) 44 (3.6) 144 (5.8)

Perpetration only 14 (1.1) 24 (1.9) 38 (1.5)

Victimisation and perpetration 33 (2.7) 30 (2.4) 63 (2.5) 25.19 <0.001
Economical IPV

Victimisation only 164 (13.2) 54 (4.4) 218 (8.8)

Perpetration only 17 (1.4) 43 (3.5) 60 (2.4)

Victimisation and perpetration 36 (2.9) 20 (1.6) 56 (2.3) 75.39 <0.001
Sexual IPV

Victimisation only 194 (15.6) 41 (3.3) 235 (9.5)

Perpetration only 20 (1.6) 112 (9.1) 132 (5.3)

Victimisation and perpetration 42 (3.4) 35 (2.8) 77 (3.1) 165.86 <0.001

Presented as n (%).

quantitative data do not provide information about defensive or
offensive use of psychological violence (Jud et al., 2023). Sexual
violence is at the other end of the spectrum, with the smallest
overlap between victimisation and perpetration and the most
clear-cut gender difference: perpetration is primarily male;
women are primarily victims of sexual violence. Regarding the
experience of both, perpetration and victimisation of IPV, no gen-
der effect was seen in our data despite of economic violence.
Consequently, while men are much more likely to perpetrate
IPV without being victim of IPV, perpetration with victimisation
seems to be of similar frequency in men and women, in line with
literature (Schlack et al., 2013). In a sample of 412 women who
had used physical aggression against their male partners, 92%
had experienced some form of physical and/or sexual victimisa-
tion from their male partners (Swan et al, 2012), underlining
the hypothesis reciprocal character of IPV in women. However,
as our study has a cross-sectional design, chronological order of
victimisation and perpetration cannot be deduced. Data examin-
ing this interplay between perpetration and victimisation of IPV
in population-based samples are missing to date. Prospective
studies and dyadic samples are needed to improve understanding
on the interplay between IPV victimisation and perpetration in
men and women.

The second aim of our study was to assess risk factors for IPV
victimisation and perpetration. Focusing on risk factors, the high-
est odds for perpetration only, victimisation only and both, per-
petration and victimisation, of all forms of IPV were seen in
dependence of the experience of ACEs, particularly multiple
child maltreatment victimisation or multiple household dysfunc-
tions in childhood. Having experienced two and more forms of
child maltreatment doubled, tripled or even quadrupled the rela-
tive risk for victimisation, perpetration and combined victimisa-
tion for all forms of IPV. The more than eight-fold increased
risk for perpetration only of physical abuse in the presence of
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two and more child maltreatment forms was even more excep-
tional. Our study thus confirms previous evidence on childhood
adversity as a major risk factor for the experience of IPV; the
dose-response relationship has also regularly been confirmed.
In a recent review on risk factors for IPV against men, 10-40%
of affected men reported having been abused or maltreated as
children (Kolbe and Biittner, 2020). In the United Nations
Multi-country Study on Men and Violence in Asia and the
Pacific, including 3106 women, sexual, physical and emotional
abuse was reported more frequently by women with lifetime
experience of all forms of IPV (Jewkes et al., 2017). Moreover,
the association between ACEs and IPV perpetration is well
known from literature (Mair et al., 2012; Lee et al., 2022).
Among the generally strong associations, our data suggest a par-
ticularly strong connection between child maltreatment experi-
ence and physical IPV perpetration. Pathways for this strong
connection - e.g. via inhibited anger management — need to be
explored in future studies.

Our data suggest a higher equalised household income to be
protective against victimisation by psychological, sexual and eco-
nomical violence - the relative risk was reduced from around 50%
to around three-thirds. Somewhat surprisingly, the decreased rela-
tive risk for victimisation by physical violence was not significant.
Income loss and economic hardship can lead to feelings of eco-
nomic stress and consequent marital conflict (Elder, 1974; Elder
and Conger, 2000). Strengthening financial security in households
has already been proposed as one step in IPV prevention (Centers
for Disease Control Prevention, 2017). Still, given the fact that
Germany is a high-income country, the marked relevance of
income in this study is surprising. Literature suggests that particu-
larly the subjective perceptions of economic insecurity may be a
greater influencing factor for family violence than actual objective
concern (Lee et al., 2013; Schneider et al., 2017). As much of data
collection for the survey took place during the first
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Table 3. Predictors for perpetrator, victim and perpetrator and victim based on psychological violence

Victimisation only

Perpetration only

Perpetration and victimisation

RRR? p-value 95% Cl RRR? p-value 95% ClI RRR? p-value 95% Cl
Gender Male 0.53 <0.001 0.39 0.71 1.75 0.002 1.23 2.49 1.00 0.992 0.83 1.21
Household income >€3000 0.36 0.003 0.18 0.70 1.32 0.455 0.63 2.77 0.54 0.004 0.35 0.82
€1000-3000 0.74 0.187 0.48 1.16 1.25 0.453 0.69 2.26 0.99 0.935 0.71 1.36
Age >61 years 1.32 0.182 0.88 1.98 1.35 0.165 0.88 2.06 1.54 0.001 1.19 1.98
41-60 years 1.90 <0.001 1.34 2.70 1.01 0.950 0.66 1.55 2.03 <0.001 1.61 2.55
Child maltreatment score >2 forms of CM 3.47 <0.001 2.13 5.66 3.90 <0.001 2.27 6.72 4.16 <0.001 291 5.94
1 form of CM 1.76 0.038 1.03 3.01 3.16 <0.001 1.85 5.40 2.92 <0.001 2.07 4.11
Household dysfunction score >1 form of HD 1.59 0.007 1.13 2.24 1.67 0.010 1.13 2.47 1.94 <0.001 1.56 2.43
1 form of HD 0.58 0.248 0.23 1.46
Highest graduation A levels 0.42 0.063 0.17 1.05 0.58 0.353 0.18 1.83 1.17 0.703 0.52 2.61
Middle maturity 0.42 0.063 0.17 1.05 0.46 0.182 0.15 1.43 1.01 0.985 0.46 2.22
Secondary school certificate 0.53 <0.001 0.39 0.71 0.63 0.427 0.20 1.96 0.92 0.835 0.41 2.04

LR-chi® =344.74, pseudo-R?*=0.15.

?An RRR >1 corresponds to a higher probability of perpetration only, victimisation only or perpetration and victimisation in comparison to respondents without any experience of IPV; comparison categories from top to bottom: gender female,
household income <€1000, age: 14-40 years, child maltreatment and household dysfunction score: 0 ACEs, graduation: no-school graduation.
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Table 4. Predictors for perpetrator, victim and perpetrator and victim based on economic violence

Victimisation only Perpetration only Perpetration and victimisation
RRR? p-value 95% Cl RRR? p-value 95% ClI RRR? p-value 95% ClI
Gender Male 0.29 <0.001 0.21 0.41 2.27 0.006 1.26 4.10 0.51 0.019 0.29 0.90
Household income >€3000 0.32 0.002 0.16 0.66 1.30 0.671 0.39 4.35 0.85 0.772 0.28 2.56
€1000-3000 0.50 0.001 0.33 0.74 1.30 0.563 0.53 3.20 0.66 0.289 0.31 1.42
Age >61 years 1.47 0.061 0.98 221 1.56 0.218 0.77 3.17 1.47 0.277 0.73 2.95
41-60 years 1.08 0.674 0.74 1.58 1.27 0.487 0.64 2.51 0.90 0.769 0.45 1.80
Child maltreatment score >2 forms of CM 2.45 <0.001 1.65 3.64 2.42 0.013 1.21 4.86 2.20 0.037 1.05 461
1 form of CM 1.87 0.007 1.19 2.94 2.48 0.017 1.17 5.24 2.11 0.064 0.96 4.65
Household dysfunction score >1 form of HD 2.73 <0.001 1.93 3.86 2.37 0.006 1.28 4.39 1.57 0.153 0.85 2.92
Highest graduation A levels 0.68 0.393 0.28 1.66 0.33 0.117 0.08 1.32 0.41 0.282 0.08 2.09
Middle maturity 0.72 0.460 0.30 1.71 0.32 0.092 0.08 121 0.72 0.676 0.16 3.32
Secondary school certificate 0.76 0.532 0.32 1.81 0.49 0.292 0.13 1.83 0.78 0.750 0.17 3.59

LR-chi®=249.41, pseudo-R*=0.16.
?An RRR >1 corresponds to a higher probability of perpetration only, victimisation only or perpetration and victimisation in comparison to respondents without any experience of IPV; comparison categories from top to bottom: gender female,
household income <€1000, age: 14-40 years, child maltreatment and household dysfunction score: 0 ACEs, graduation: no-school graduation.

Table 5. Predictors for perpetrator, victim and perpetrator and victim based on physical violence

Victimisation only Perpetration only Perpetration and victimisation
RRR? p-value 95% Cl RRR? p-value 95% ClI RRR? p-value 95% ClI
Gender Male 0.44 <0.001 0.30 0.64 1.55 0.205 0.79 3.06 0.80 0.399 0.47 1.35
Household income >€3000 0.74 0.437 0.34 1.60 1.24 0.701 0.41 3.72 1.06 0.913 0.35 3.23
€1000-3000 0.78 0.342 0.47 1.30 0.44 0.053 0.19 1.01 0.95 0.904 0.45 2.04
Age >61 years 1.04 0.876 0.63 1.71 1.18 0.727 0.47 2.97 0.60 0.169 0.29 1.24
41-60 years 1.15 0.533 0.74 1.78 1.50 0.340 0.65 3.48 0.81 0.492 0.44 1.48
Child maltreatment score >2 forms of CM 3.88 <0.001 2.48 6.08 2.60 0.026 1.12 6.02 8.41 <0.001 4.09 17.27
1 form of CM 1.68 0.072 0.95 2.97 1.63 0.358 0.58 4.61 6.68 <0.001 3.22 13.85
Household dysfunction score >1 form of HD 3.32 <0.001 2.13 5.16 2.01 0.073 0.94 431 1.68 0.104 0.90 3.16
Highest graduation A levels 1.10 0.854 0.38 3.19 0.17 0.025 0.04 0.80 2.44 0.402 0.30 19.54
Middle maturity 0.76 0.602 0.27 2.14 0.26 0.055 0.06 1.03 1.79 0.580 0.23 14.12
Secondary school certificate 0.81 0.690 0.28 2.30 0.47 0.269 0.12 1.79 243 0.398 0.31 19.18

LR-chi®=240.50, pseudo-R*=0.17. aAn RRR > 1 corresponds to a higher probability of perpetration only, victimisation only or perpetration and victimisation; comparison categories from top to bottom: gender female, household income <€1000, age:
14-40 years, child maltreatment and household dysfunction score: 0 ACEs, graduation: no-school graduation.
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?An RRR >1 corresponds to a higher probability of perpetration only, victimisation only or perpetration and victimisation in comparison to respondents without any experience of IPV; comparison categories from top to bottom: gender female,

household income <€1000, age: 14-40 years, child maltreatment and household dysfunction score: 0 ACEs, graduation: no-school graduation.
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COVID-19-associated lockdown in Germany, the perception of
upcoming recession and economic hardship may have played a
role particularly in families with lower income. However,
decreased readiness to disclose economic IPV in higher socio-
economic strata cannot be excluded and may limit the validity
of this finding. Interestingly, income was not associated with
the risk of physical IPV. This finding contradicts previous litera-
ture showing a robust link between low socio-economic status,
poverty and IPV perpetration and victimisation (Fox et al,
2002; Ahmadabadi et al., 2020). However, literature also suggests
that a disequilibrium of income between partners is a relevant risk
for IPV (Ahmadabadi et al., 2020). In our study, only total house-
hold income was assessed, this issue of operationalisation may
affect our results.

Age of the respondents was significantly associated with
victimisation only and perpetration only for the experience of
psychological violence. The odds for both psychological victim-
ization only and perpetration and victimization were highest in
the generation of middle-aged people; the relative risk was
(almost) doubled to belong to one of the two groups if respon-
dents in the middle-age group. While this is partly in accordance
with literature (Sanz-Barbero et al., 2019), it is still surprising
given the measurement of lifetime prevalence of IPV. This
means, older age gives more possibility to accumulate violent
experiences. However, the difference might also be due to an
increased readiness in younger generations to perceive psycho-
logically violent acts as such as consequence of the increased
awareness. Taken together, our data show for the first time risk
factors for both, IPV perpetration and victimisation, in a repre-
sentative sample. These risk factors comprise childhood adversity
for IPV perpetration and victimisation, low income as risk factor
for IPV victimisation only and middle age as risk factor for psy-
chological IPV.

The major advantage of this study is the representativeness of
the sample. This allows controlling for major socio-demographic
confounders and ensures a high generalisability of the results. The
assessment of perpetration and victimisation of all four forms of
IPV enables a broad insight into the prevalence of IPV in
Germany. The major limitation is the cross-sectional character
of survey. Chronological order of victimisation and perpetration
of IPV cannot be deduced. Second, the results on IPV and
ACE:s are based on self-report and therefore prone to biases in
reporting: social norms, attitudes on masculinity or femininity
might contribute to differences between reported and actual
experience of IPV (Préspero, 2008). While Jud et al. (2023) high-
light in the present survey that women are more regularly victi-
mised and more often victimised by multiple forms of IPV,
additional information on severity or chronicity of IPV is lacking
and should be explored in future research. As gender was assessed
in a binary form, no information can be given to experiences of
IPV of non-binary persons.

Conclusion

Focusing on the elimination of IPV, as claimed in the UN SDGs
(UN, 2015), is a major challenge that should be addressed
urgently facing the here reported high prevalence rates. The iden-
tified overlap of perpetration and victimisation of IPV gives a
major new insight into IPV patterns. Particularly the fact that
men are at much higher risk to perpetrate IPV without being a
victim of IPV while perpetration and victimisation of IPV at
the same time are of similar frequency in men and women should
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be addressed in further research. As an implication, the results call
for investigation into developing adapted approaches of preven-
tion and intervention for contexts of overlap between victimisa-
tion and perpetration and for perpetration without victimisation.

Longitudinal in-depth studies may answer the question
whether IPV perpetration of women has a more reactive character
compared to men. Furthermore, the issues of overlap in the preva-
lence of IPV have to be more strongly connected to indicators of
severity or chronicity. While Chan (2011) highlights an overview
of gender differences in IPV that ‘men and women may exhibit
similar rates of IPV when no contexts, motivations, and conse-
quences are considered’, evidence so far points to direction of
men perpetrating more regularly and more severe IPV.
Ultimately, national crime statistics highlight the elevated rates
of femicides (Bundeskriminalamt, 2021). Our data also point
out the relevance of economic situation and the experience of
childhood adversity for psychological, sexual and psychological
IPV, but, contrary to previous literature, not for physical IPV.
Future research should therefore scrutinise the potentially differ-
ential associations between economic support and risk for differ-
ent types of IPV while investing into the measurement of poverty
indicators (Blumenthal and Rothwell, 2018). Still, economic sup-
port, on top of other positive outcomes, may be instrumental in
also partially reducing the striking high rates of IPV.

As the experience of childhood adversity is a significant pre-
dictor for all forms of IPV, targeted approaches including offers
for conflict management in partnerships for individuals who
have experienced ACEs are needed.

Availability of data and materials. The datasets generated during the cur-
rent study are not publicly available due to conditions on participant consent.

Acknowledgements. We thank all participants and everyone involved in
data collection.

Financial support. The research has been funded by Germany’s Federal
Ministry for Family Affairs Senior Citizens Women and Youth (BMFSFJ).

Conflict of interest. VC, AJ, BK, TM, UH, UZ and EB declared no potential
conflicts of interest with respect to the research, authorship and/or publication of
this article. JMF has received research funding from EU, BMG, BMBF, BMFSF],
DFG, G-BA Innovation Fund, State Ministries of Baden-Wiirttemberg and
Saarland, Landesstiftung Baden-Wiirttemberg, Porticus Stiftung, Evangelische
Landeskirche Baden-Wiirttemberg, travel grants, speakers’ fees, event and
training sponsorship from APK, Adenauer and Ebert Foundations,
Deutschlandfunk, DFG, DJI, DKSB, Infectopharm, med update, UNICEF,
professional associations, universities and federal and state ministries. JF is
consultant for APK, federal and state ministries. JF has no industry-sponsored lec-
ture series, no shareholdings and no participation in pharmaceutical companies.

Ethical standards. The authors assert that all procedures contributing to
this work comply with the ethical standards of the relevant national and insti-
tutional committees on human experimentation and with the Helsinki
Declaration of 1975, as revised in 2000.

References

Ahmadabadi Z, Najman JM, Williams GM and Clavarino AM (2020)
Income, gender, and forms of intimate partner violence. Journal of
Interpersonal Violence 35, 5500-5525.

Blumenthal A and Rothwell DW (2018) The measurement and description of
child income and asset poverty in Canada. Child Indicators Research 11,
1907-1933.

BMEFSFJ (2018) Verhiitung und Bekdmpfung von Gewalt gegen Frauen und
hiuslicher Gewalt. Gesetz zu dem Ubereinkommen des Europarats vom
11. Mai 2011 (Istanbul-Konvention). Available at https:/www.bmfsfj.de/

https://doi.org/10.1017/52045796023000069 Published online by Cambridge University Press

bmfsfj/service/publikationen/verhuetung-und-bekaempfung-von-gewalt-gegen-
frauen-und-haeuslicher-gewalt-122282. Accessed 5 June 2022.

Bundeskriminalamt ~ (2021)  Partnerschaftsgewalt =~ Kriminalstatistische
Auswertung — Berichtsjahr 2020. Available at https:/www.bka.de/SharedDocs/
Downloads/DE/Publikationen/JahresberichteUndLagebilder/Partnerschaftsgewalt/
Partnerschaftsgewalt_2020.html.

Capaldi DM, Knoble NB, Shortt JW and Kim HK (2012) A systematic review
of risk factors for intimate partner violence. Partner Abuse 3, 231-280.
Carney M, Buttell F and Dutton D (2007) Women who perpetrate intimate
partner violence: a review of the literature with recommendations for treat-

ment. Aggression and Violent Behavior 12, 108-115.

Centers for Disease Control Prevention (2017) Preventing Intimate Partner
Violence across the Lifespan: A Technical Package of Programs, Policies,
and Practices. Atlanta, Georgia: Government Printing Office. https://www.
cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/ipv-technicalpackages.pdf.

Chan KL (2011) Gender differences in self-reports of intimate partner vio-
lence: a review. Aggression and Violent Behavior 16, 167-175.

Clemens V, Huber-Lang M, Plener PL, Brahler E, Brown RC and Fegert JM
(2018) Association of child maltreatment subtypes and long-term physical health
in a German representative sample. European Journal of Psychotraumatology 9,
1510278.

Clemens V, Berthold O, Witt A, Sachser C, Brahler E, Plener PL, Strauss B
and Fegert JM (2019) Child maltreatment is mediating long-term conse-
quences of household dysfunction in a population representative sample.
European Psychiatry 58, 10-18.

Elder GH (1974) Children of the great depression: Social change in life experi-
ence. Chicago, IL, USA: The University of Chicago Press.

Elder GHJ and Conger RD (2000) Children of the Land: Adversity and Success
in Rural America. Chicago, IL, USA: The University of Chicago press.
Ellsberg M, Jansen HA, Heise L, Watts CH and Garcia-Moreno C (2008)
Intimate partner violence and women’s physical and mental health in the
WHO multi-country study on women’s health and domestic violence: an

observational study. The Lancet 371, 1165-1172.

Felitti V], Anda RF, Nordenberg D, Williamson DF, Spitz AM, Edwards V,
Koss MP and Marks JS (1998) Relationship of childhood abuse and house-
hold dysfunction to many of the leading causes of death in adults: the
adverse childhood experiences (ACE) study. American Journal of
Preventive Medicine 14, 245-258.

Fox GL, Benson ML, DeMaris AA and Van Wyk J (2002) Economic distress
and intimate violence: testing family stress and resources theories. Journal of
Marriage and Family 64, 793-807.

FRA - European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (2014) Violence
against women: an EU-wide survey. Main results available at https:/fra.
europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2014-vaw-survey-main-results-
aprl4_en.pdf. Accessed 9 June 2022.

Gerber MR, Iverson KM, Dichter ME, Klap R and Latta RE (2014) Women
veterans and intimate partner violence: current state of knowledge and
future directions. Journal of Women’s Health 23, 302-309.

Jewkes R, Fulu E, Tabassam Naved R, Chirwa E, Dunkle K, Haardorfer R
and Garcia-Moreno C (2017) Women’s and men’s reports of past-year
prevalence of intimate partner violence and rape and women’s risk factors
for intimate partner violence: a multicountry cross-sectional study in Asia
and the Pacific. PLoS Medicine 14, e1002381.

Jud A, Grafe B, Meshkova K, Kavemann B, Meysen T, Hoffmann U,
Ziegenhain U and Fegert J. (2023) Prevalence and predictors of affirma-
tions of intimate partner violence in Germany: a first nationwide study
on victimization in women and men. Journal of Interpersonal Violence,
38, NP1473-NP1493. https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605221092066.

Kolbe V and Biittner A (2020) Domestic violence against men - prevalence
and risk factors. Deutsches Arzteblatt International 117, 534-541.

Lee D, Brooks-Gunn J, McLanahan SS, Notterman D and Garfinkel I (2013)
The great recession, genetic sensitivity, and maternal harsh parenting.
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of
America 110, 13780-13784.

Lee KA, Bright CL, Sacco P and Smith ME (2022) The influence of adverse
childhood experiences on perpetration of intimate partner violence among
black men: the moderating role of alcohol use. Journal of Interpersonal
Violence. 37, 19-20. https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211027997.


https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/verhuetung-und-bekaempfung-von-gewalt-gegen-frauen-und-haeuslicher-gewalt-122282
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/verhuetung-und-bekaempfung-von-gewalt-gegen-frauen-und-haeuslicher-gewalt-122282
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/verhuetung-und-bekaempfung-von-gewalt-gegen-frauen-und-haeuslicher-gewalt-122282
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/verhuetung-und-bekaempfung-von-gewalt-gegen-frauen-und-haeuslicher-gewalt-122282
https://www.bka.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publikationen/JahresberichteUndLagebilder/Partnerschaftsgewalt/Partnerschaftsgewalt_2020.html
https://www.bka.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publikationen/JahresberichteUndLagebilder/Partnerschaftsgewalt/Partnerschaftsgewalt_2020.html
https://www.bka.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publikationen/JahresberichteUndLagebilder/Partnerschaftsgewalt/Partnerschaftsgewalt_2020.html
https://www.bka.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publikationen/JahresberichteUndLagebilder/Partnerschaftsgewalt/Partnerschaftsgewalt_2020.html
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/ipv-technicalpackages.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/ipv-technicalpackages.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/ipv-technicalpackages.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2014-vaw-survey-main-results-apr14_en.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2014-vaw-survey-main-results-apr14_en.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2014-vaw-survey-main-results-apr14_en.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2014-vaw-survey-main-results-apr14_en.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605221092066
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211027997
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211027997
https://doi.org/10.1017/S2045796023000069

10

Lovestad S and Krantz G (2012) Men’s and women’s exposure and perpetra-
tion of partner violence: an epidemiological study from Sweden. BMC
Public Health 12, 945.

Mair C, Cunradi CB and Todd M (2012) Adverse childhood experiences and
intimate partner violence: testing psychosocial mediational pathways among
couples. Annals of Epidemiology 22, 832-839.

McLennan JD, MacMillan HL and Afifi TO (2020) Questioning the use of
adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) questionnaires. Child Abuse &
Neglect 101, 104331.

Moshtagh M, Amiri R, Sharafi S and Arab-Zozani M (2023) Intimate part-
ner violence in the Middle East region: a systematic review and
meta-analysis. Trauma, Violence ¢ Abuse. 24, 613-631. https://doi.org/
10.1177/15248380211036060.

Muelleman RL and Burgess P (1998) Male victims of domestic violence and
their history of perpetrating violence. Academic Emergency Medicine 5,
866-870.

Prospero M (2008) Effects of masculinity, sex, and control on different types
of intimate partner violence perpetration. Journal of Family Violence 23,
639-645.

Sanz-Barbero B, Baréon N and Vives-Cases C (2019) Prevalence, associated
factors and health impact of intimate partner violence against women in
different life stages. PLoS ONE 14, €0221049.

Schlack R, Riidel J, Karger A and Hélling H (2013) Korperliche und psy-
chische Gewalterfahrungen in der deutschen Erwachsenenbevolkerung.
Robert Koch-Institut, Epidemiologie und Gesundheitsberichterstattung.

Schneider W, Waldfogel J and Brooks-Gunn J (2017) The Great Recession
and risk for child abuse and neglect. Children and Youth Services Review
72, 71-81.

Stockl H, Devries K and Watts C (2015) In: Donnelly PD and Ward CL (eds),
Oxford Textbook of Violence Prevention: Epidemiology, Evidence and Policy.

https://doi.org/10.1017/52045796023000069 Published online by Cambridge University Press

Vera Clemens et al.

Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, pp. 43-48. https:/doi.org/10.1093/
med/9780199678723.001.0001.

Swan SC, Gambone LJ, Van Horn ML, Snow DL and Sullivan TP (2012)
Factor structures for aggression and victimization among women who used
aggression against male partners. Violence Against Women 18, 1045-1066.

UN (2015) 2030 Agenda: Sustainable Development Goal 16. Available at
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/violenceagainstchildren.

WHO (2012) Intimate partner violence. Available at https://apps.who.int/iris/
bitstream/handle/10665/77432/WHO_RHR_12.36_eng.pdfisequence=1.
Accessed 20 June 2022.

WHO (2021) Violence against women. Available at https://www.who.int/news-
room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-women. Accessed 5 July 2022.

Wingenfeld K, Schifer I, Terfehr K, Grabski H, Driessen M, Grabe H, Lowe
B and Spitzer C (2011) Reliable, valide und 6konomische Erfassung frither
Traumatisierung: erste psychometrische Charakterisierung der deutschen
Version des Adverse Childhood Experiences Questionnaire (ACE).
Psychotherapie Psychosomatik Medizinische Psychologie 61, e10-el4.

Witt A, Sachser C, Plener PL, Brihler E and Fegert JM (2019) The preva-
lence and consequences of adverse childhood experiences in the German
population. Deutsches Arzteblatt International 116, 635-642.

World Health Organization WHO (2013) Global and Regional Estimates of
Violence Against Women: Prevalence and Health Effects of Intimate Partner
Violence and Non-Partner Sexual Violence. World Health Organization,
Department of Reproductive Health and Research, London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, South African Medical Research Council.
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/97892415646252.

Yakubovich AR, Stockl H, Murray J, Melendez-Torres GJ, Steinert JI, Glavin
CEY and Humphreys DK (2018) Risk and protective factors for intimate
partner violence against women: systematic review and meta-analyses of pro-
spective-longitudinal studies. American Journal of Public Health 108, el-el1.


https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380211036060
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380211036060
https://doi.org/10.1093/med/9780199678723.001.0001
https://doi.org/10.1093/med/9780199678723.001.0001
https://doi.org/10.1093/med/9780199678723.001.0001
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/violenceagainstchildren
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/violenceagainstchildren
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/77432/WHO_RHR_12.36_eng.pdf;sequence=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/77432/WHO_RHR_12.36_eng.pdf;sequence=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/77432/WHO_RHR_12.36_eng.pdf;sequence=1
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-women
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-women
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-women
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/97892415646252
https://doi.org/10.1017/S2045796023000069

	Epidemiology of intimate partner violence perpetration and victimisation in a representative sample
	Introduction
	Methods
	Sample
	Ethical approval
	Measures
	Statistical analyses

	Results
	Prevalence rates of IPV perpetration, victimisation and combined perpetration and victimisation
	Predictors for perpetration, victimisation and combined perpetration and victimisation of IPV

	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Acknowledgements
	References


